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N. your, oft you ſeem nth copcere/ about the 
French Invaſion, and defirous ro know - what I 
think may probably: be expected: from the Late 
King, ſhould he prove\ſo ſucceſsful, a*'to reco- 
ver his Throne 5 - .and wh + *ng/ifh 6 bje&s :re 


' bound in Conſcienceab-dd, ſhoul Land "i Bygland 


and demand. his Right». 
The laſt is a waterial- Gveſtion;: buy I whiger how 


you came.to ask the Firſt, :a5:if'it could be any;/Queftion 


what the Late Kin "s = dai: =_ off all cou Þ 
1 thiokitpaſt''all dove; 

wml Q as he.did. before, _ fr all: probublley 8 grent 
deal 


P 
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deal worſe: And you remember how that was; for 


. Arbitrary Power and . Popery are of too great Concern-- 


? 


ment, and have left” too” frightful an "impreſſion behind 


chem, to be ſo-foon” forgor7 and this" will Fa I great * 


way towards an anſwer to your ſecond Queſtion, unleſs 
you think weare bound to take King James, and a French 
Government, and a FrenchiPopery with him; which I ſhall 
not eaſily be perſwaded to ; and, I believe, there are not 


mary EngitſhÞ rote ul. 2? # 

5d to ver youlf Queſtio diftinchy As to the 
Birf;- When Se ſee what the King Fames has done, 
what reaſon have we to expe, that ſhould he return 


with Power, he would,eve dg. otherwiſe 2 Is he more 
oblig'd now by his Profeſtafit Sabje@ts, than he was be- 


fore 2 Can make fgirer Promiſes, han ke gdid be- 
fore 2 R& Zealou Peper Ye: Prpgrgw n-Moreour 
of wth Ar Vibe Hol. he be 


leſs able ro make himſelf Arbitrary, and ſet up P6- 
pery when he returns a Conquerour ? For [ rake it for 
granted he muſt conquer firſt, becauſe King William 
won't abdicate nor ſteal away, and the Power that 
Conguers; will give: Laws. :andiReligion''to' the Bbn- 


I kgowethere are two Things pretended, as a'Foygda- 
tiop for -better hopes. © Firft; Thar the late King is Wow 
ſenſible: that the Frglijfb Nation will never bear Popery, 
nor Arbitrary Powe?, ant that he has fuffered 1o' much 
by theſe Attempts already, that' he will never venture 
the like again.: . Secavelly, The great Merits of the Nox- 
/axaring Clergy and Gentry, which will atone for the 
Church of, Engiarel, and make him their fart 'and 'faſt 
Friend, Pacron ''and :Deferider,, eſpecially if thoſe'whio 
kave. been, tov, forward in 'wawplying: with the iy Re- 

I F volution, 
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concerning a French. Iavaſton. *: 3 
volytion, ſhall expijate that Crime: bzi-an-carly Repen- 
rao 80g: ® MIBOINSS Aſifience to reſtore him to bus | 
Throne...... no ne: 29miT 0514041 4 20s 
Firſt, . As for the #rſt, there:are-.to0 many Anſwers 
to be piven .to-it, tq;hinder x-from'being the leaſt 
probable.  graund;.,pf.. Hepe 4. rhougho Hope ir (elf 1s, 
Ref ingerte .nomen, {o-Very. uncertain; eſpecially When 
we gueſs only at the Inclinations of Princes, that Ezves, 
and Fortyyes, and Liberties, i: and Religion, are not to 
be ventyred an it, | againſt former Experience. © 
Bur to let. that, pals, pray confider what the true Im- - 
port of. this Argument 45! ;;; ide it: amounts toithis,” thar 
all: Men will; learn by. Experience ;:- that Men-will noe 
venture: on. thaſe Things. gr:ſecond "rime; which have. 
proved fatal.to them once ; that Pririces will :certainly 
for ever after diſlike ſuch Counſsls and Meaſures,” as 
haye already . ſhaken ' their Thrones, / and made their 
Crowns. fall from their Heads. Ju) 44 Yo ey dh 

Now we may Flatter our ſelves with ſuch-Hopes as 
theſe, -which may'upon ſome account be called-feaſon- 
able Hopes, becauſa there is 'gteat Reaſon it ſhould be 
ſo; but yet they fo often fail, that there is no Reaſon 
to rely upon them. .. The Repentanee of dying Sinners 
and of undone . Prodigals,- who>"return to © their 'old 
- 9185 again, if--they' recover their:Health! 'or find new. 

.reaſures 'to. waſte, confuresſuch-ExpeRations. * Sf 
_ ferings rarely ' curg a vehement | Love and fond Paſ- 
| fion for any thing, which is the Caſe of old habi- 
tual Singers ; and no Man can be'fonder of any Vice,. 
than ſome _ Princes are of Unlitnited: and” Arbitrary 
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4 ALetter \to a" Friend 00 
And 'whon'thigtis-join'd with 7 ISlyed" ind"infitgi: 
ble Temper,” Which? feoragi9s: yield; ard” hae reach 
be undone a Thouſand Times, than own, retrat})"' 
amend-a Fault; Such Misfortuhes & bit” WhetRe- 
venge, .arnd make: them ſwell as a River 'dves: when 
its Current- is 'ftoppidy!Whicitifow ith # tore "tapi 


and --foaming! Stream; when” it © 8d Vit force its 


WRy.. : 3} 29914 : tn enotienboal end e 212 So 
Eſpecially, when'Sdperſtition' B'the' Ptevailitis Thgre- 
dient, which: fires the;Spirits]' "and raiſes ir ginary 
Scenes of ;Glvry.out-ofithe.L6ſs of Crdwiis pit King- 
doms.: And what>willfuoh! a: Pride; "ifHe ever ri 
his. Throne:26d: Power, »rforfeirthe'Gloty ct Tolle F 
Kingdoms: again;: by deferting <<@'Cauſe' for which he 
loſt; them i before?-*No- 'Mfan ' oa 'certaifly tell,” how! 
Superſtition wilt Ay nov how it-will Reafor':; Eſpe- 
cially whes the: Conſciehces .of | Princes-are -umder ſuch 
DireQors, as will _— their: ar vn na _—— 
2pd.. over, .t@1carry; ph; their own Defigrs, - and Know 
law 3s Bp und; Proyidence v0c(Vlattes Superſtition: 
Ang then. the Recovery. ofi his Throne) may be made 
a better Argument, and a: er. Obligation''to re- 
yivs...and, proſecute;, his old:Defigns, than 'the” fear of 
loling:it 4gain can, be,to make bim'defiſt. ot 0 5 
., And to. .make. this. yet more: dotnonſtrative;* wit 
reference to the, Late King,  werought toitonſider,/ That 


- 


this is ot the firſt, Tryal he has had;:'and that this Con- 


fideration has done him no good. | 
He faw. before what his Father King' Chur{s the 


Eirſt ſyffered, only. for ſome Attempts rowards" Arbj- | 


trary Power, and for meer Jealouſies and Suſpicion 
of ,his favouring Popery ::. He loſt his Kngdoms and 
his Life, and his Sons. ſuffered a long and hard Exile. 

Charles 
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Ehatles the Second indeed took warnirg by «Bs, and 
though poſſibly he might 'be big with 'rhe fame De- 
figns, . yet would he nor venture too far, nor diſco- 
ver himſelf too openly, for fear of FraveBing again, as "> 
he uſed to ſpeak : But King James had not Patience to 
conceal his Inclinations, 'till he came'to the Crown.; 
and that had like to have eſt him his Crown," be- \ .. 
fore he had it; and yet this was not ſufficient to 
caution him againſt thoſe. violgnt Methods he af-' 
terwards uſed to advance Popery , which were ſo 
ſeaſonably defeated by the! happy arrival of our pre- 
ſent Sovereigy, whom God long preferve : And 
thoſe who. are ſo defirous to try, him again-in E- 
gland, as 'they have lately doge in /reland, to their 
full Satisfaction, if they could try only for themſelves, 
ſhould have my. free Conſent to make the Experi- 
ment: © | 
| Have” not the” poor 7h | Proteſtants made it-to. . 
their Coſt, even ſince this very .Revolutiob, from 
whence, and from the Wifdotn he muſt heeds' have 
Learned by it, this miraculous "Change in- Him: is 
now expected. 2 And did they find | any: ſuch » 
Change in _ Biggs for, the' work? And yet, if 
ever, then he W s' apon his" Behaviour, 'when 
le wanted Re Ai ſtarice Li's ecure his Poſſeſſion 
\ of: that Kingdom. and. to Recover his other Dbmi- 
nions. | Ant when, in Reaſon, it might have been 
<expected, that; "whatever Reſentments he had, he 
would have. thought it his Intereſt to have treated 
h "Proteſtants with: greater” Tender S and ReſpeQs. 
'But* if the NN eceſlity of his own irs could not 
'sbtain this = hum, 'what muſt Proteſtants expec, 
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if he return with Power 2 And though ſome Pro- 
teftants here in England, ſeem not to be at all af- 
feted with this Experiment, yet it hath made ch 
an impreſſion upon the Proteſtants in Ireland, that 
they are for ever cured of their Fondneſs, and have 
not the leaſt Curioſity left to make any further 
Tryals. | | 
: is pretended indeed, in Excuſe of this, that he 
was then under the Government of French Mini- 
ſters and Countels, and under the Power of Iriſh 
Prieſts and Papiſts, and ſo was not at Liberty. ro 
follow his own Inclinations-: 1 ſhould be very glad 
of a good Argument to prove, that he had better 
-Inclinations. But however, what Comfort is this 
to - Proteſtants, that he has better Inclinations, but is 
not his own Maſter? For if he muſt never ſhew 
any Kindneſs to Proteſtants, it is no matter what his 
Inclinations are : And can-any Man: imagine, That 
if the French King by. Force and Power place. him 
on the Throne, he will be leſs under his Govern- 
ment than he was in Jreland > The French King, 
among many other wiſe Maxims, has this, I am ſure, 
for one, Never to make a King, without making 
him his own Vaſkal ; and the Power that can make 
a King, can make him his Slave : So that it is to 
no purpoſe to enquire what King James will do;. but 
what King Lewis will do, if King James returns 2 .. 
Secondly, As for the great Merits of the Nonſwear- 
ing Clergy and Laity, 1 greatly ſuſped, that neither 
che Late King James nor Ring Lewis will think. them 
ſo great as they themſelyes do. Their Merit, muſt 


(UM 


. | L 
concerning a French Invaſion. . » 
conſiſt either in their Principles, or in their Pratices. 
And we will briefly conſider both. . 

_. Their meritorious Principle is this, That the 
Rights of Princes, eſpecially of HereJitary Princes, 
to.their Thrones, are ſo Sacred and Þ1violable, that 
as they cannot forfeit them to their/'own Subjeds 
by any Male-adminiſtration, fo neither can they by 
any. Provocations, or by. any. ſucceſs of War, forfeit 
them to any other Princes: That while ſuch a Prince, 
or any Legal Heir is living, no other Prince can have 
any Right to his Throne, nor muſt his Subjes own 
and ſubmit to any other Prince, as their Soveraign - 
Lord. Bl | 

Now as much ' as this Principle ſeems to. Flatter 
Princes, and to make their Thrones Eternal, - T am 
apt to ſuſpet, that. no Prince, who conſiders the 
juſt Conſequence of Things, can' think it 1s very 
metjtorious; for it _is'a very: dangerous Principle to - 
Weak and Unfortunate I'rinces, and an intolerable 
Reſtraint upon the Aſpiring and Ambitious. Ir is 
Dangergus to the Unfortunate, becauſe it lays a 
Neceſſity upon the Conquerour 'to take' away his 
Life, if he can, as well as his Throne, ſince he 
cannot 1b6ſe his Throne ,” without loſing his Life, 
though moſt Princes would rather chaſe to have 
them. parted, than laſt both together; And how do 
they think King, Leujs will like this Principle, . which 
ſtands in the way of his'Gtory, and- preaches Refti- 
tution to, him of all thoſe Dorninions, whote legat 
Heirs are [ivipg'; which teaches rhe Subje&s of '> - 
ther Princes" to deny hity' Fealty and Obedience, 
and ts Chhſpire Withtheir Lepu' Princes againft him. | 

"P | I doubt 
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I doubt not but. he likes. the Principle as little, as he 
would like the Pradtice, and. that our Noxſwearers 
would quickly. underſtand, were they the Subjects of 
his New Conqueſts, which God grant Ergland may 
never be. : | | 508 
Indeed, how great a Complement foever 'this 
Principle may be thought to, Princes, ; it can have 
no Merit, becauſe, though jt may in tome junEufes 
do..them hurt, it. never did,” and never can do them 
any ſervice. - It never yet hindred. a Revoluti6n, 'and 
' never can make one ; and the Reaſon is plain, bes» 
cauſe no Princes, and very few Subjects, do: believe 
it, and praQtice upon it. If a Prince have a juſt 
Cauſe of War againſt another Prince, he makes no 
Scruple, if he Conquers, to take his Crown ;* and 
the Subjets of ſuch a conquered Prince make no 
Scruple of Conſcience to ſubmit to the Conquerour ; 
though ſometimes a perſonal Kindneſs for a Juſt 
and Indy/gent Prince, and a Concernment for their 
own Liberties and Fortunes, may make them un- 
eaſie under it, and glad of the firſt Opportunity to 
do themſelves and their Prince Right, 


The Truth, is Princes have no Reaſon to like this - 


Principle ; for, were it true, they could have no 
Remedies ' againſt the Injuries of Neighbour *Prin- 
ces; they might indeed. Fight and Conquer, but 
they had- better let it alone, if they muſt not take 
the Throne, which their Sword has won ; for it is 
only the Fear of Conqueſt, and loſing their Crowns, 
when they;are Conquered, that can keep Princes in 
Awe, and bring them to Juſt, and Equal Terms ; 
and if. no Prince muſt loſe his Crown, becauſe no 


#7 + +1 


" Prince 
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Prince muſt, take it, | it will be impoſſible to beat 
an Injurious : and Obſtinate Prince into good 
Terms ; and, Ii-believe, Princes will as ſoon be 
perſwaded, That it is Unlawful to make War, as 
that it is Unlawful to ſeize a conquered Crown, and 
will think one as meritorious a Principle as the o- 
ther. 

, And it 1s certain, Subjeds have leſs Reaſon to 
like this Principle, , becauſe it makes them Slaves 
2nd Sacrifices even to the Misfortunes of their 
Prince. A Prince, when he is Conquer'd, or ſees 


that he muſt be Conquer'd, may. eſcape by Flight, 


but 2 whole Nation cannot run away; and it 
they could, have no Reafon- to leave their. Coun- 
try, and their Fortunes behind them: And-yet, ac- 
cording to this Principle, they muſt not ſubmit . 
nor ſwear Allegiance to the Conquerour, white the 
Prince who has forſaken them lives, though they 
cannot - Secure their Lives and Fortunes without 
it. But Nature and Common Senſe 4s too power». 
tul for the Sophiſtry of ſuch Principles, and thoſe 
who cannot Reaſon, -can teel: what they axe'to'do. 
in ſuch Caſes. The Loyale(t Subjects, when ne 
perſonal Obligations, or ſecret Intereſts determine 
them otherwiſe, will fave themſelves by 'Submil- 
ſlon, when they cannot defend thr Prince by . 
their Arms ; ,and .do not thiok they do ill in it: 
And, I ſuppoſe Prineas do oot thinl  fo' neither-, 
becauſe they expert the. ſame from : 3e SubjeQs of 
other Princes inthe like Circuraftances.; ant fuck 


an 'Univerſal Confent Ol ef: Princes and Sub- _ © 


jeQs, 0 
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3.&s, when there is no. Law. of God 'or Nature 'a- 
gainſt it, makes. it a ſtanding Law in'all Revolu- 


tions, Which both Princes .and Subjeats'muſt ſub. 
mit to. So that this Principle, were it never fo 
true, can do no Service, and therefore can have no 


Merit in this World, becauſe there are'ſo few that 


believe it.; that they are not hands enough either 
to keep a Prince on his Throne, or: to reſtore him 
to it. All our Noxſwearers could not hinder the 


late Revolution, nor can they make another : - 


They are enow to: make a- noiſe, eſpecially if the 
Loud and Zealous Ladies of that Side be reckon- 
ed in ; but other Hands and other Pretences muſt 
do..their Work, if ever they hope to ſee it done : 
and theffno' thanks ro-their Principles for ir. What- 
ever Reward. their furure Services may deſerve, 
Princes themſelves wilt not think that their: Princi- 
ples: deſerve any. | 

Let:us then now conſider the Merit of their Acti- 
ons, and what Opinion the Late King 1s like to have 
of that, if he ſhould return. 

I ſuppoſe, they will be contented he fhould for- 
get their, Merits towards him,- while he was on the 
Throne ; eſpecially about reading his Declaration ; 
3s Jikewiſe their Zower and their Weſtminſter-Hall 
Merits ; which. were indeed very grezt, and did de- 
ſerve and: would have had a: better Reward from: a 


better Hand, had they not rendered: themſclves in- * 


capable of it. But ſure they don't expe the - Late 
King ſhould Reward: them for ſuch Services. He 
- knew. thar- this raiſed that general difcontent, which 


5 OP occali» 
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occaſioned that: General Revolt; - which * coſt him 
Three Crowns... And if 'all their Merits can Ex- 


how can they make Reſtitution for all this? 
Which yet they muſt do. before they can lay Claim 


to Merit. | _ / 
Ler all this then be forgot, for it is their Intereſt 
it ſhould ; bur they: are very ſanguine Men, if they 
hope it will. Whence then wall th 'y date their 
erits 2 | \ no 
When it was ccertainly known, that the Prince 
of Orange, now our Gracious Soveraign, was ready 


to Land, they teemed 'as well pleaf;d with- it as 


other Men ;-\and refufed, : when they were: prefled 
to. it by the Late #ing,! to: declare their Abliorretice 


of it ; but, -inftead: of rhat, took upon them - to 
give him Advice,. and to' publiſh ic when they had 


done + In which. Advice: they recommended almoſt 
every - Particular of: the Prince's: Det'aration, 'coni- 
= Cz | om 


& 


s 
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plained of the ſame Abuſts, and adviſed the:Calt- 
ing of a Parliament! to redreſs them; 2s if the 
Prince's Declaration, and their Adviſe had -been 
drawn by the ſatme Pen,' andthe Azvice had been 
publiſhed on purpoſe to. ſecbnd the Declataring. 
This, I ſuppoſe, they will not} reckont among; their 
Merits neither : And if they; can excule: what was 
fo haſtily .done at Guidhih;. before the 'Eare: Kimg 
was gone: out of the Land, . they: may very: well be 
contented no more ſhould be ſaid of that. 

The only Metit then they have to pretend, is 
their Refuſing the Oath of Aﬀegithce to King Wikinm 
and Queen Mary, - and forfejriig -cheir Ecclefia/tical, 
Civil, or Milstary Preferments: for! it :. But what is 
_ this to the Late Azmg > Is'this done out iof Kind- 
neſs to him or his Government? Would they not 
have been contented to have lived Peaceably and 
Quietly, as they themſelves profeſſed, - could they 
bave kept their Preferments, and have been excu 
ſed; fromthe New Oaths > And how do they me- 


rt of him, by refuſing the Oaths with the Lofs of 


their Preferments, if they did it not for his fake, 
but for another and better Reaſon, for fear of being 
Damned? God may Reward this, but Xinz Fames is 
-not; beholden to them; Witt: they be better Sub- 
jets. hereafter 2, Will - they read: this Declaration, 
when he Returns > Will they make his Will their 
Law > . Will they ſubmit to lis next Ecclefraſtical 
Commiſſion, and give up their Colltedges and Chur-« 
ches to. Prieſts and: Jejſurrs > Will they be content 
te take him the. very fant Man that he went away, 
Tries | "8 4 and 
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and to ſerve him in his own yay? Willl they no 
more fil the Natwn with the” noiſe and fears of 
Popery and Atbitrary'Power 2 Will they turn Pa- 
piſts themſelves, or ſtand by patiently, and. ,give - 
leave to his Prieſts' to pervekt ' Proteſtants as faſt 
as they can? Will they prorhiſe | to demean them- 
ſelves with more reſpe& rowards the King's Reli- 
gion, and to leave off their 1d ſawcineſs' of Print- | 
ing and Preaching againſt \F1pery 2: This indeed 
would bid fair for Merit, - by if they oppoſe his 
Methods of Government, an, his Glorious Deſigns, 
as much as they. do King I /ams Right; it it 
be only -a Title rhey . boggly at, if this be all. 
that tnifkes them uneaſie aty the Change , their 
fot Swearing does him aof- Service; He could 
have kept his Kingdoms upon theſe terms ' before, 
but he ſcorned it, and fo he will thoſe, who to 
ſalve: their Conſciences or their Honours, and to 
recover 'their Preferments,. , would have him upon 
theſe terms agaiti | by E 

As much. as fome Men giory in their ſteddinefs 
to Principles, which is certainly a. very Honoura-' 
ble thing, and an excelent degree of Virtue, -when 
the Principles are plajn'bad certain, yet: few Prin- 
ces (to be fute,: not the: late-Kirg) like fach a ied- 
dinefs- to Principles, as: oppok 5 'their- Deſigns ;. a. 
ſtubborh , - inflexible Conſeite.e;, is a very. un- 
raly thing, and Kings do. 4 9t like ſuch Sub- 
Jets as-| dare oppoſe/;a. : King..ipdn the - Throne, 
whatever the Cauſe tbeydc:So! ehdt T' fuſpe@,: their 
very Boldnefs: amd. @efolutian? id oppoling.. their 
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preſent Majefties upon a meer point of Law, will be 
thought no Virtue fit to. be rewarded by a Prince; 
who would make | his + Will Superiour -to all 
Laws. | | 

And if the Merit of the Nox-Swearers is likely 
to vaniſh into nothing, eſpecially when there is 
no occaſion any longer to court and flatter them, 
and Prieſts and Jeſuits have free liberty to comment 
on their Merits; what Merit: wilt thoſe, Ven have - 
to plead, who'were forward and zealous in: the 
Revolution, have.. Sworn Allegiance to; their pre- 
ſent Majeſties, have'iſerved\[/them -in ; their' Armies 
and Navies, at. home and abroad 2 There is no 
doubt,. but they ſhall:have fair Promiſes and good 
words at preſent, . and ſhall be remembred - hereakter, 


when there 1s occaſion, | 


But ſuppoſe: the'iMerits of - the. Non Swearing/'or 
For-Swearigg' Clergy '/ and: Laiety, who: will, help 
forwards another Revolution, thould be: acknow- 
ledged to be very great ;' what probability 1s there, 
that the Church of England ſhould fare ever the 
better for -ir, when. Popery and. Arbitrary Power 
ſtand in; the way 2 - paſt Experience gives no great 
Encouragement- to hope this. King Lewis was as 
much'-obliged' to his Proteſtant Subjects of France, 
as it is poſſible for any. King to. be; for :they' fer 
the-Crown 'upon his Head; and how he has reward- 
ed them, -: all the: world rings of it. The /ate XK; 
was not much :leſs beholden -to the Church 'o 
England, when they: fo vigoroully oppoſed the uy 
| Q 
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concerning'a French Invaſion. ns 
of Excluffon ; and. how he alſo rewarded them, we 
all lately. faw and felr. And ſhall Proteſtants after 
this, think of obliging fuch Prizces'Hy their Me- © 
rits 2 . They underſtand better, thai Merit is no 
Proteſtant DoE@trine, and. that there«can | be none 
out of the Church of. Rome. And 'why. thould 
any body expe&t that: which cannot be. Nay; 
ſhould the /ate King return again, and. be as much 
at the Devotion of his Noxſwearing, Friends, as 
they promiſe themſelves he will be;. I very much - 
doubt what the Church of Znglands will gain- by 7.7 
this. If we may gueſs at the Spirir of the Party by © 
the bitter Zeal, which inſpires all 'their Writings, + * 
E can expe&t- nothing* from them, but as: fierce a 
Perſecution of the - Church of. Exg/and, as ever it 
ſuffered from Papiſts or Fanaticks, excepting Smith- 
field Fires, which poſſibly - may be exchanged 
,—for Tyburn, All .who live in the Communion. 
/ of | the Church of Emgland i as.:.now Eſta- 
/ bliſhed, are in their account and conſtant” Lan- . 
guage, no better than' Z#reticks ws 7.09 
- and Perjured Apoſtates, much greater Crimes than 
the Traditores were guilty . of; which was the' 
only pretence for the Donarift i:Schiſm and, Perſe- 
cution. They -ſeem to comfort themſelves under 
their preſent Sufferings, more with the-ſweet hopes 
of Revenge, than any great iexpeRations of 'future 
Rewards; that they ſhall live to ſee he Swearing 
Biſhops. and Prieſts, . the . comtempt of '\ © © 
Princes and People; for if the A. ge for the new 
B. of Tork, who is particularly aa- 
| | | med 
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med, cannot eſcape them, I doubt they will make 
but very few exceptions. And is not this a great 
encouragement to any who have complyed with 
the preſent Government, to help theſe Men to 
Power again > Muſt not. the Nob:/zty and Gentry 
expect their ſhare of Vengeance, as well as the 
Clergie > And is not the Church of England 
then in a hopeful ſtate, which' mult be purged 
and reformed into Facezite Principles, and by a 
Facobite Spirit ? 

Theſe are all very fenſtble Proofs (as far as we 
can reaſon about ſuch matters) how little ,goad is 
to :be expected from the return of the late King 
with a French Power : He muſt return the fame 
Min he- went, and. then Popery and Arbitrary 
Power muft return. with him; nay, he muſt re- 
turn much worſe than he went, becauſe he nwſt 
return more a Yaſſal to France, which I ſuppoſe 
wul not mend the Condition of ,Exg/i/h Subjeds, 
during his Reign. | 

Theſe things ought. .to be well conſidered ; for 
if his Government was ſo uneaſie before, and gave 
us ſuch a frightful proſpe, as made the Nation very 
willing to part with him, when he chought fic 
to leave. them; it would ſeem very ſtrange to 
by-ſtanders, ſhould they now grow fand of his 
return, when it is certain if he does return, 'and 
returns ' by the Methods now intended, - Papery 
= Arbitrary Power ruſt be more eld a4 
then ever. 525 | NN 
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He wanted nothing but Power to makeSymſelf Ab- 
ſolute, and to make us all Pap:fs, or Martyrs, or Ref1- 
24s ; and that he will row have : For if a Frexch Pow- 
ercan Conquer us, it will make himas Abſolute as the 
Fr: nc King will !et him be ;.or. to ſpeak »raperly it 
will make him, though not an Abſolute Priz ce, yet, an 
Abſolute //iceroy, and Minilter of France: RH; will A d- 
miniſter an Abſolute Power and Covern1!'ne, under 
the influence and direction of French, Couy: jels : - and 
then we know what will become of th&; Liberties 
and Religion of Ez2/aud. And have we lo 'oof diidain- 
ed the thoughts of ſubjection to Fraxce? Has, a Frexch 
League been thought ſuch a N:tional Crievance?Hasthe 
pretence of a War with Frazxce been found ſuch anexce!- 
lent expedient to get Money of Ene/iſh Parliawients % Has 
the ex| ectation of it fired £22/h ſpirits, and upon occaſi- 
on filled our Armies ant] Navies, withour need of Prelſing 
or beat of Drum ? Have we lo detelted the Frexch Cru- 
elties to Proteſtants? And ſhall we now. ſo withngly 
ſtoop to the yoke, ind think it a great favour that rhey 
will vouchſafe ro Conquer us? Let us never complain 
hereafter, that our Chains pinch and gall us, where we 
our ſelves areready with ſo much joy and thankfulnes to 
put them on./And whatever ſome fancy.they will nd ita 
very eaſy and natural thing, for the /:e Kr2o, if he? refurn . 
by Force and Power, to rgake himſelf Abſolute by Law : 
Princes always gain vew Powers. by the inettetual op- 
poiition of Subjects : If they loſe their Crowns and re- 
cover them again, they recetve them-with an addition - 
of ſome brighter Jewels,” and turn diſpu: ed Prerogatives 
into Legal and undoubted Rights. t! hus we. know 
it was when King Ch. 24. Returned from a long Exile, 
all the New Acts and Declarations were: made in ſayour 

D : rot 


138 A Letter to a Friend 


of the Crown, and Subjects bound to their good Beha- 
viour, as faſt as Laws could bind them ; for in all ſuch 
Revolutions , thoſe who ſuffered with, or 'for their 
Prince, return with zeal and reſentment ; and take care 
in the firſt place to eſtabliſh all ſuch Prerogarzves of the 
Crown, as were diſputed before, -and to grant ſuch new 
Powers as they think are wantirg. And others there 
are, always forward to make their fortunes by Comple- 
menting the returning Prince; and to expiate t}. eir 
tarmer crimes by a forward and flaming Loyalty ; and 
the reſt are over-awed and frighred into a compliance ; 
this ir is commonly ſeen, that between zeal, and 
and flattery, and tear, the King increaſes in Power, and 
the People forfeit their Liberties ; and we mult not cx- 
pect that it ſhould be otherwiſe now,ſhould the /ate K77 
return. | 

The firſt Complement that muſt bemade to him, is a 
Jacobite Parliament, and God knows what ſuch a Par//a- 
ment will do | Will they deny him a Toleration for P-:. 
piſts, the repeal of the Teft, the forteitures, or ſurrend- ry 
ers of Charters, and a new Regulation of Corporati- 
ons? Will they diſpute, nay, will they not declare his 
Di, penfing Power, and approve his Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſy- 
ons ? Will they make any ſcruple to declare the Legiti- 
macy of the Prince of Wales, or to leave the manner of 
his Education to thoſe who will certainly Breed him up 
inPopery? Will they not take care for new FacobrreT/ts to 
renounce and abhor all the ſeveral Hypotheſes and Prixce- 
ples of Government, which. have been urged to juſtity 
our Submiſſion and Allegiance to their preſent Majeſties? 
And when they have done this, How eaſy will it be for 
a downright Popiſh Parliament, which will be the next 
ftep that will be made, to doall the reſt ? n 
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Ir is very evident what advantages the Prie/ts and Je- 
/aits will have in ſuch a junSture tomake Preſe/rtes, while 
the Peopleare ina frighr,and grown giddy with ſuch fre- 
quent Revolutions;and thoſe, who inthe late Reign, were! 
the great Advocates of the Proteſtant Caule, are dilgrac'd 
ar Court, threatned into tilence, their Authority weak. 
ned, and their Perſons reproach'd both by Papi/is and F. 
cobites, Numbers of Converts was.their great want be- 

| fore, and the Preſs and the Pulpig their great hindrance ; 

but Fecoþ:tes vil by natural inſtin*t learn more Loyalty, 
and others will be taught 1t,4as Gideon once taught the. + | 
men of Smuccoth with Briars and Thorns. And there 
never was {ſuch an opportunity ſince the Reform:rtioz 
for a plentiful Harveſt of Converts, as this would be like 
to prove. And who can bear the thoughts .of this, 
who has any. compaſſion for the Souls of Men , any 
Zeal for the Church of Exg/azd, or any concern to pre- 
ſerve and propagate the true Faith and Worſhip of Chriſt 
to poſterity ? | | 
* All this is upon a ſuppoſition of the /zte Kzzg's return, 
which Ideclareto you I am not afraid of, though it is fit 
ro mind thoſe men who are ſo fond of it, what they 
may reaionatly expect, it he ſhou!ld return ; which 
poſſibly may abate their zeal in thiscauſe, and.chat may 
prevent the miſchiefs of an attempt; for without a 
hopeful Conſpiracy 1n England, the French Kms is to) 

* wary to make ſuch an Attempr. 

But if they have any love totheir Countrey, any pity 
Jeft in them for the lives and fortunes of Ezel:iſh Prote- 
ants, . I beleech th-m to conſider what the Calamities + 
and Delolations of Civil War will be; for that it mult | 
end in, ;if rhere be an Invaſion from abroad ſtrengthned 
with a powerful Conſpiracy at home : K/ng William, as 1 
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{aid before, will not Deſert or Abdr/carte ; for I never 
heard of a Prince who had ventured {6 much to reſcue 
a Kin;dom out of ſo great a danger, . that would fo cali- 
ly expole it again to the ſame, or a greater danger. 
And ſurely the /ate K/ne does not expect he ſhould, for 
he knows hin too well: Sothar if they look for ſuch 
another Rewvointon, to turn King H-/:/{;/z»4 out , as 
brought him in, they will, 1n a'l probability, be miſta- 
ken. 1hereare too many Perſons of Honour and For- 
tune engaged In this Cauſe, who know the /ate Kym 
r09 Weil to take his Word; and were ir poſſible to 
wheedle men of Fortune and Senſe, the genius and ſpi- 
rit of the Nation is againſt them : And that which could 
mai.e the /ate Revolution, will probably be able to pie- 
vent this. 

It muſt then come to Blows, if an attempt be made ; 
and the fortune of one Battel may not decide it ; and 
thoſe who are too young to remember the defolarions 
which the late Civil Wars 1n Exe/aud made, let them 


look into Trelazd, and fee ro what a heap of rubbiſh a + 


flouriſhing and fruittul Countrey is reduced by being the 
{cene of a Three Yezrrs War. | 

It is made a popu ar: pretence to raffe diſcontents, and 
to make people diſaftected to the preſent Governmentr, 
that the Taxes for maintaining this War are grown ſo 
into'erable, and there 1s no proſpect of an end of them : 
'Now I muſt confeſs, that the Taxes fail very heavy 
vpon ſome, and am ſorry that the preſent poſture of 
our Afﬀairs does require it, and that there can be no 
eaſier ways found to ſupply the plain and preſſing ne- 
ceſſities of the State : Put v e ought to conſider, that (till 
a'l this is infinite yeealter than Popery and French Slave- 
ry, if we regard only our Eſtates. The Annual, ex- 
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actions of the Church of Rome, ( beſides all the cheat- 
ing ways their Prieſts had to get Money), while Popery 
was the Religion of Exg/azud, uſed to be complained of ' 
as a National Grievance, and a heavier Tax upon the 
Subjet, than all the King's Revenues : And if thoſe 
who complain of our Taxes, were bur one month 1n 
France, to'ſce tie Poverty and Miſery which rhe French 
Government has brought upon them, they would come: 
home very we'l contented to pay Taxes, and to itght 
againſt the Frexch too. We are Free SubjeAs, not 
Slaves; we are taxed by our ownRepreſentatives,who tax 
themſelves as well as us ; and this not by thz-Arbitrary 
Will of the Prince. We pay for our own Defence and 
Prc ſervation. as all peop'e ought to do ;. and while. we. 
do not pay near ſo much as our Religion, and Lives, and 
Liberties are worth, and have left wherewithal to main- 
tain our ſelves, we have no ſuch greit reaſon ro com- 
lain. - 

Eut how heavy ſoever Taxes are, are they like a Ci- 
vil War? Like the dread an4 terrors of an Enemies Ar- 
my, or of our own ? Are they like having Qur Houſes 
filled wich Soldiers; or which is worſe, burnt or plun- 
dered ? Are they like loſing our Friends, our Fathers, 
Husbands. or Children ; by whoſe kindneſs or labours 
we ſubliſted” In a word, Are they like the Spoyls of 
Harveſt, or the Deſolation-of a whole Countrey ? 

And can we be contented to- ſee Exo/and again the 
Seat of War? It is certain in our preſent circuinſtan- 
ces it cannot be made ſo, un'eſs we our ſelves pleaſe : 
Fyance has too many Enemies; to think of "Conquering 
Enzoland without factions at home ; and were it not for 
them, we.need not fear its united Force; and I. hope 
conſidering men, of' what Per/wafion loeyer they = 
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will not think it worth the while to ruin their Coun trey 
by a Civil War, to purchaſe 'a French $/:very and Po- 
pery; two very dear things, could we purchaſe them 
never ſo cheap. 

W hat I have {aid hitherto, only concerns Engl: ; 
but it becomes us to look a little abroad, and conſider, 
what a fatal Influence a French Conqueſt of Enz/2nd 
will have upon the Afﬀairs of all Europe. Thit it is not 
mere Juſtice and Honour that makes the French Kyng 
eſpoule the Cauſe of the late King James, his Encroach- 
ments and Uſurpations on his Neighbours, will witnels. 
He has no ſcruzles of Conſcience about the Rights of 
other Princes ; all he can get is his own. But Faz/azd 
was formerly a Friend and Confederate, at leait, not an 
Enemy ; and now the Power of Ez2/aad, ( which the 
French have never had reaſon to deſpiſe) is in the hands! 
of a King \who owes the Frezch K27 a good turn, and 
will not, I hope, dye in his debr. This checks his ambiti- 

+ ous deſigns ; gives life and ſpirit to the Confederacy ; 
threatens to make him reſtore whit he has taken, an{ 
what he keeps by meer force and violence, and to re- 
duce him within his Ancient Bounds, and to the Anct- 
ent Con{ii:tution of the French Government ; and he 


knows while King 1/71/:az poſſeſſes the Eno! Throne, . 


and keeps up the Confederacy, he mult not expett to get 
much more, and may be in conſtant danger of loſing 
what he has gotten. 

, This makes the French Kjne fo concerned to reſtore 
the jate King James to the Throne of Enzland,' to. get 
rid ot a Formidable Enemy, and to ftrengthen himſelf 
with the Alltance of a Powerful Friend ; for Ez2l:i2d 
w1iil probably turn the ſcales, on which fide ſoever it 
happens to be ; And there is no doubt, but the Arms of 
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England muſt be devoted to the ſervice of France; if a 


French Power ſhould place the /ate K7zng fin his Throne 

'n71iſh Proteſtant who can think, 
coolly of things, contiler whar a malignant aſpect chis 
would have upon the Liberties of Ezrope, and on' the 
whole Proteſtant Intereſt. | ; | 

The Arms or the Money of France, has hitherto been 

an equal Match, at leaſt forall the Confederates ; while 
he has found other employ ment for the Imp:rial and Fxz- 


| liſh Forces ; but thanks be to God, the Krn2 of Enzland, * 


and the Ex21:jh Forcey are now at leiſure to attend his 
Motions ; thoſe Forces which beat him at the B-ya, at 
Athlone, at Agrim, at Lymerick; in a word; which beat 
him out of Treland, and have now got a-habir of beating - 
the Frency: Andit is no wonder that he is not fond of 
ſuch company in Flazdcrs, but. endeavours to find ſome 
new work for themat home. And if he can but4end 
them home again, and embroil us in a Civil War, that 
15 one great point gained; bur if he proves ſucceſsful in 
his Attempt, he makes Ex/azd his qwn, and will turn 
their Arms upon the Confederates ;Jand whit can then - 
ſtand in his way ? What ſhould hinder him from being, 
the ſole and abſolute Monarch of the Weſt? And then it 
is calle to read the Fate of Proteſtapts. E—- 8 


Thus, Sr, Ihave freely told you, whit Fapprehend 
will be the neceſſary and univoidable f:tsof a French 
Conquelt. -I pretend not to propheſiz, nor to demon- 
{tration 1n ſuch caſes ;. but what I have ſaid, has all che 
appearances of probabi'ity, all the degrees of moral 
certainty that any thing of this nature can have ; and! 
that is the only Rule in theſe matters by which wiſe men 
are t0judge and act. LE. 

| And 


- 


\ 


I r————e—rnnn— —_ 


24 A Letter to a Friend 


And this has prepared a plain and eaflie Anſwer to | 
your Second Queſtion, W hat Enz/iſh Subjects are bound 
in Conſcience to do, incaſe the /:7e King ſhould land in 
Enzland with French Forces to demand his Crown. 

Now there are two ſorts of perſons concerned in this 
queſtion : r. Thoſe who have'inot ſworn Allegiance to 
King William and Queen Mary, but account the Jate 
King Fames as much their King, as he was when hear 
upon the Throne ; and that their obligations to him are 
the ſame now that ever they were. 2. Thoſe who have 

1worn Allegiance to King W:!//am and Queen Mary. 
And there are two parts of this Queſtion ; 1. Whether 
they are bound in conſcience to affilt the late King. if 
he return 2 2, Whether it be lawful for them to op- 


pole-himy and fight againſt him ? 
As for the fitſt part of this Queſtion, and as far as it 


concerns the Nox-ſwearers, I ſhall ask them two or Y 
three Queltions, and leave them to anſwer theny them- 
ſelves. | 
r. The fr/? queſtion is, Whether they can think \ 
themſelves bound in. conſcience, upon any pretence 
whatever, to tght for Popery againſt the Proteſtat Faith 
and Worſhip ; that 1s, (as they muſt confeſs, if they 
are Proteſtants ) to fight tor Hereſie and Idolatry againſt 
the true Faith and Worſhip of Chriſt 3 or to fight for 
Antichriſt, and againſt Chriſt? Can any conſideration” 
make this lawful ? It nothing can (as I will venture 
to take it for granted, that norhing can ) then what- 
ever duty they may fancy they {till owe to their 4badica- 
ted Prince, 1t cannot be their Duty to hght for him, when 
they cannot fight for him, without tighting- againſt 
Chriſt and his Religion; though they muſt nor- fight 
againſt their Prince tor Chri/?, becaule Chrift igtach 
calcs 
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/ſelves, nor to our Fellow-Subje 


Subjects of England, no Netural, no Legal Rights? 


concerninz a French Invaſum” as 


caſes requires his Diſciples to-fuffer, not; to fight for 


him ; yet it does not follow, that they, mutt fight for. 
their Prince againſt Chrzft, to bring a Perſecution upon ' 
his faithful Diſciples, and ro coatribute what they can-. 


toextirpate the Name and the Religion of! Proze ftaw#s 


out of Exarope. "* 
Do they thihk themſelves bound in, Conſcience to | 
fight for their Prince, againſt the Laws and Liberties of 


their Countrey, as well as againſt the 'Faith'and Wor- 
ſhip of Chriſt ? Let the Rights of Princes be never ſo 
Sacred, have the reſt of mankind no Righ's, but only 
Princes ? Isthere no ſuch thing as Tuſtic ; due to bur 

Ro Have the Free-born 


And is there any Law of God or wan, t9Hhight' for our 


Prince, againtt the Laws and Liberties cf our Coun- 
trey, which are the meaſutes and bounfaries of that - 


Duty which we owe to Princes? that is, th fight for our 


Prince, againſt the rule of our duty and; obedience ro - 
Princes; when our Prince, and the Laws ind Liberties . ' 


of our Countrey are, on contrary lides, t,o we ſhould 
grant them, ( according to their own Principles ) that 
we mult not tight againſt our, Prince for our .Laws and 
Liberties, yet no more muſt*we fight for our Prince 
acainſt our Taws-and Liberties: It |s abundantly 
er 0ugh, to be Paſſive in ſuch caſes; but a Nation which 
fghts againſt us own Lawsand Liberties, is Fe.o de ſe, 


gui'ty of the worſt kind of Self-Murder. "Canany Fae-- 


liſh-man, whatever opinicn he has cf thic late King s 


Right, think himſelf bound: in confcicn; # to' maintain 


his Right, by giving up his Countrey td France? To 
make him KX7zzg, and all his SubjeRs i rexch Slaves? 


For can any Prince have more Right 0 be King of 
= | 
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En:land, than the Kingdom of Erglaxd has to be 
Eneland? 

Is it not an unaccountable tenderneſs and ſcrupuloſity 
of Conſcience, to be {o concerned for any one Prince's 
Right, as to ſacrince the Rights and Liberties of all the 
Princes in Enrope, to his? To ſet him upon the Throne, 
to drive all other Princes from theirs ? We are Citizens 
of the World, as well as Subjects of Ez2/axd, and have 
our Obligations to Mankind, and to other Princes, as 
well as to our own ; and thongh our obligation to no 
one other Prince 1s ſo great, as to our own, yet the pub- 
I.cx good vEmankind, or of a great part of the world, 
is a more ſacred obligation, than the particular Intereſt 
of onr own Prince or Countrey ; much lefs then cen rhe 
Right any particular Prince, be it what it will, ſtand 
in competition with the Rights and Liberties of our 
own Conntrey, and of all Exrope belides. 

It is to no more purpoſe to diſpute wh men who do 
not feel the Force of this Argument at the firft hearing, 
than to reafon' with blind men about Colours, they 
have no ſenſeleft, nothing but a ſtupid and Navith Loy- 
alty ; all things, tho never ſo ſacred, mult give place to 
this ;..the care of Religion, the Jove of their Countrey, 

zeir Juſtice and Charity to all mankind, muft vailto 
their ſenſcleſs miſtake of thetrue mezning of this word 
Loyalty ; by which they will needs underitand an * bſo- 
ute Obedience, without Limitation or Refcrve; when 
moſt certainly,” it Ggnikes no more than Obedience ac- 
cording to Law. | 
* 2. 1 would ask them,/What they would think 'them- 
ktves bound todo in ſuchcaſes, were the 1aze Kzzz upon 
the Throne"again? Unlefs they have chang'd their minds 
(and then they are not fo ſteady ro Principles, as they 
on | Pre- 
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pretend” to be) we may very. reaſonab! jp gueſs, What 
they would do, by what they did wh le he was upon 
the Throne. It 1s c&rtain' they ſo m-3ch diflik*d his 
open deſizns of Popery and Arbitrary P:wer, that they 
oppoſed him as far as they durſt,' and y ould not; Fight 
for him to keep him on tlie Throne. nay, by theic 
Examples and Couaſels, they. had ſ&.influencgd rhe 
Army, that they would” not Fight i&r him. neither; 
and fo pofſeſs'd the Country that the \\ gp#1 
took Arms, and declared for the /7ice&f Orange, which 
they thought they might very well do, when the: Bz- 
ſhops would not declare againſt him. This was then 
rhonght confi tent enough with the 2H;zh-Tory-Loyalty ; 
and 'yct if they were not then bourid to Bight for him 
to kcep him on his Throne, I am tt a Treat loſs to 
know, how 1t comes to be their duty.-10W to Fizht for 
him to reſtore him to it; He way certainly - their 
King then, and' yet they would'not 1 ight for him, ng 
hotto defend this Perſon, Crown and by gaity. And tho , 
they call him' heir K ii ſtull, it” 154 }ertain he's not 
Kijng.of England, whatever right th: i=y may.Think he 
has to be {o ; and therefore to fght fohim now, 1s not 
to fight forthe - King, but to 6e&ht' to. make him King 
again. But .to let that paſs, ſuppoſe: him to be their 
Kint,. fince they will have him ſo, How do they come 
to bz'more obliged to Sght for him now he(is out of the 
Throne, than they were 0 fight tor him while he was: 
init? Tf they think it their duty to/ fight for their King” 
againſt the Religion, the Laws, /and .the Liberties af 
their Countrey, it vas tnetr duty t > have fought for 
him then; if they do not cliink this, : cannot be” their 
duty to fghttor him now. 7” -. HS 
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But they did not expect what followed ; they deſired 
to have their Laws and Liberties ſecured, but not that 
he ſhould loſe his Crown : I believe very few did then 
expeQ what followed, no more than they do now con- 
ſider what will follow : Bur ſince he would leave his 
Crown, Who could help it? For no body rook it from 
him. | 

3. Lect me thenask them another queſtion ; Whether 
they would think themſelves bound in Conſcience to 
fight for him, did they verily believe, that if he recove- 
red his Throne, he would as zealouſly promote Popes y 
and 2rbitrary Power, as he did before? If they ſay they 
would nor, they have been at their oz: putaram 
once already; a ſecond overſight in $ ſame kind, 
would be worſe than the firſt.' If they ſay they would, 
T give them over, as profeſs'd Enemies to the true Re- 
ligion, and the Liberties of Mankind. 

This I hope may ſatisGie the zox-ſwearers, if they will 
coolly and ſeriouſly conſider 1t, that they are not bound 
in Conſcience to fight for the /ate Kyjng ; nay, that they 
are as much bound 123 Conſcier.ce not to fight for him, as 
they are bound not to fight againſt the Proteſtant Relipi- 
cn, and Civil Lit erties not only of Exelazd, but of all 
Enroje. | 

2. Asfor thoſe who have Sworn Allegiance to Kzg 
William and Queen Mary; belides all the former conli- 
derations, thcy are under the obligations of an Oath, 
not to fight againſt their preſent Wajefties, whoſe Sworn 
SubjeQts and Leigemen they arc. lorletthem expound 
Faith and True Allegiance, to as low a ſcnſe as poſſibly 
they can, the caſt that they ever could make of it, s to Jive 
quietly aud yeaceably under their Government ; notto at- 
tempt any thing againſt their Perſcns, or Crowns, nct 

to 
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to hold any Correſpondence. with, nor to. give any 
Aſſiitance to their Enemies ; and therefore to cotnte- 
nance a French Invaſin, or to afliit the /ate Kzng in re- 

4 covering the Throne, which Thewt;Majeſties-ſo well fill, 
and which they have Sworn not: 3 diſpoſleſs them of , 
muſt be dowaright Perjury. If 1 :ey be ſure that their 
Oaths to the /ate_Kyng itill obly..: chem, that indeed 


but then they muſt be guilty of ': jury in- taking it, 
and by the breaking of it will degz1re roall the world, . 
rhat they deliberately, . and wilfgfy Perjured them- 
ſelves when they took it ;. and.let chem. remember this, 
when they take Arms againſt Their Majeſties, and ker. 
them expect that recompence which they deſerve. . 
Thoſe who took this, only as a Temporary Oath, 
which obliged them no longer than. till the /ate Ryng 
ſhould return-into Exg/azd again todgmand his Crown, 
are guilty of Perjury, if they keep it no longer than till 
they have a promiſing opportunity tabreak it : For this 1s 
to mock God, and to: deceive the G\vernment by their 
Oaths : For no man can think that the meaning of the- 
Oath was no more but this, I do Promiſe and Swear to bear 
Faith and' true Allegiance to King William and Queen 


would make void the obligation ;.” this Second Oath ; _ - 


: Mary, till I have Power and Opportunity by the return of - 


King James with a French Army, to jozn his Forces, and 
to Aſjiſt him to recover his Throne. The who will take 
and keep Oaths at this rate, we muſt I ave to God : But 
nothing is more plain and certain, than that the New: 
/ Oath of Allegiance oDliges all, who have taken it, un- 
der the guilt of Perjury, at leaſt not to fight for the /ate 
oh Kzng againit King William and Queen Mary. | 
And here I may very fairly conclude, without entring 
into a longer diſpute about. the lawfulneſs of fighting 


againſt: 
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againlt a' Foreign Army, though the late Kjzg were at 
the Head of it; for were thoſe; who: ſcruple this, ſa- 
tished chat they. ought not to fight for him, their preſent 
Majeſties have Friexds enow, who are very well fatis- 
hed io fight againſt him ;. eſpecially bringing along with 
him the greateſt Enemies both to the Proteſtant Religion, 
and to the Civs Leberties, not only. of .the Exgliſh Nati- 
on, but of all the K/nodoms and States of Europe, France 
it ſelf not excepted. | 


However, this Letter is large enough already, and if 
I find you defire farther fatisfaQion in this matter, eſpe- 
cially about the late King James's Declaration, which is. 
lately. come to my hands, you may expeCt a ſpeedy ac- 
count of it in a Second Letter from | 


Orr, Tours. 
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